
SELF-GUIDED TOUR

ART AT THE  
CENTRAL LIBRARY

Vancouver Public Library (VPL) is currently displaying a selection of local art that reveals Vancouver’s contribution 
to the international art world starting with an outburst of local talent in the 1960s, to the Vancouver leaders 
of the conceptualist movement of the 1970s, to the photo-conceptualists of the 1980s, ending with today’s 
Indigenous art of resistance.

Use this guide as a map to find the art loaned from Canada Council’s Art Bank at the Central Library of 
Vancouver Public Library. 

For more information about all the art on display, including the City of Vancouver’s Art Commissions and work 
at other VPL branches, please visit: vpl.ca/about/art-at-the-library

LEVEL 2 
1.	 N.E. Thing Co. Ltd. 

Restaurant Suite – Co-presidents of N.E Thing Co. Ltd.  
(on a bed oflettuce), 1977

2.	 N.E. Thing Co. Ltd.  
Restaurant Suite – Co-presidents of N.E Thing Co. Ltd.  
(on a bedof lettuce), 1977

3.	 Daphne Odjig 
Thunderbird Woman, 1993

LEVEL 3 
4.	 Gregg Simpson (b. 1947) 

Fan Dance, 1975

LEVEL 4
5.	 Gordon A. Smith 

Zosa, 1968-69

6.	 Claude Breeze 
Untitled/sans titre, 1967

LEVEL 5
7.	 Toni Onley 

#2 (London Suite) #4 (London Suite) #8 (London Suite)  
#13 (London Suite), 1964

8.	 Steven Shearer 
I am afraid to love, 1994

LEVEL 6
9.	 Landon Mackenzie, 

Untitled/sans titre, 1990

10.	 Michael Morris 
La Nuit, 2003

11.	 Jeffrey M. Thomas 
Highway 17 Wampum Belt, Arnprior, Ontario, 2007

LEVEL 7
12.	 N.E Thing Co. Ltd. 

A Waiter stuffed with celery, 1977

13.	 N.E Thing Co. Ltd. 
A President of a Company in Ways of Viewing, 1969

14.	 Henry Tsang 
Napa North, 2008

LEVEL 8
15.	 N.E Thing Co. Ltd.  

one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten, 1972

16.	 N.E Thing Co. Ltd. 
This little pig, 1969

17.	 Richard James Rivet 
Mound – 6, 2000

18.	 N.E Thing Co. Ltd. 
Restaurant Suite – The President of N.E Thing Co. Ltd.  
Decorated with fruit – 1977, 1977

N.E Thing Co. Ltd.  
Restaurant Suite – Owners of a restaurant topped with  
whipped cream withcherries on top. 1977, 1977

N.E Thing Co. Ltd. (b.1966) 
Restaurant Suite – Waitress of a restaurant sprinkled with parsley. 
1977, 1997

N.E Thing Co. Ltd. 
Restaurant Suite – Co-presidents of N.E Thing Co. Ltd.  
With egg ontheir faces – 1977, 1977

N.E Thing Co. Ltd. 
Restaurant Suite – President of N.E Thing Co. Ltd.  
As an open facedSandwich – 1977, 1977

19.	 Liz Magor 
Notable Bakers, 1984

20.	 Richard Hines 
Sliced Apple, 2005

21.	 N.E Thing Co. Ltd. 
A President of a Company Blowing Bubbles, 1969

22.	 Stan Douglas 
Accompaniment to a Cinematic Scene: Ruskin, BC, 1992

23.	 Sandra Semchuk 
Bird – Tree (poem by poeme de Stephen Cummings), 1984-85

24.	 Dana Claxton 
Tatanka Wanbli Chekpa Wicincala, 2006

25.	 Mary Longman 
Hills Never Lie, 2009

26.	 Arthur L. Renwick 
WO-QUI-NI (Roman Nose), 2004

SALON WALL
Vikky Alexander 
West Edmonton Mall (Wave Pool), 1991

Roy Arden 
Ochre Boarding House, Vancouver BC, 1997

Anna Banana 
European Tour Commemorative Stamp Edition, 1987

Michael J.S de Courcy 
March, 1974

Mark DeLong 
Hardwood Office, 2004

Glenn Lewis 
Survival Paradise I, Bibi-Ka-Maqbara, 1976-79

Kelly Lycan 
Prague, Reconstruction, 1992

N.E Thing Co. Ltd. 
Neck, Necks, Neck, 1969

David Neel 
Legacy, 1992

Marian Penner-Bancroft 
Beds (Cambridge), 1976

Marian Penner-Bancroft 
Beds (Tullich Farm, Scotland), 1976

Marian Penner-Bancroft 
Beds (Halifax), 1976

Ian Wallace 
Poverty, 1980

Neil Wedman 
Heads, 1991

Gu Xiong (b. 1953) 
Forbidden City Starbucks, 2001

LEVEL 9
27.	 Gordon A. Smith (b. 1919) 

Fraser Flats, 1973

28.	 Bodo Pfeifer (b. 1936) 
Untitled/Sans titre, 1968

29.	 Rebecca Belmore 
To Rest and To Dream, 2001

30.	 Marianne Nicolson 
Portrait of Am’yaxid, 2001

Roy Arden, Ochre Boarding House, Vancouver BC, 1997
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